POLAND RESURRECTED
Poland. Dmowski, who had always held that Germany
was the most dangerous enemy of Poland, was mainly
concerned to strengthen the new State on its western
borders. He insisted that Poland must be economically
and strategically independent of Germany. To this end
he desired die incorporation of the industrial region of
Silesia, which had been lost to Poland in the fourteendi
century, and incorporated in Prussia during the eight-
eenth. He advocated die securing of Poland's access
to die sea by way of Danzig through the possession of
the territory on both banks of the Vistula, including all
or part of East Prussia, which contained a certain number
of Polish inhabitants, and had at one time been a vassal
of Poland.
On the eastern frontiers of Poland, on the other hand,
Dmowski was prepared to sacrifice a large portion of
the territories included in Poland before the Partitions,
arid inhabited largely by non-Polish populations which
claimed a distinct national culture. By surrendering
the Ukrainians in East Galicia, and the "White Russians
on die border of Soviet Russia, by granting a separate
existence to the Lithuanians in Wilna and other cities
which had in the middle ages freely entered a union with
Poland, but which since the fall of Czardom aspired after
independence, Roman Dmowski would at once have
secured Poland on the east from any future ferment of
minorities, and left the door open to an ultimate under-
standing with Russia, leaving Poland strong and united
on the west for any future conflict with Germany.
Pilsudski, on the other hand, held with all the tenacity
of his strong and violent character to a totally different
conception of Poland's strategic necessities. He had been
born in the eastern borderlands of Poland, and had
inherited not only a bitter suspicion and hatred of Russia,
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